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WABO WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES
What are Building Safety Assessments?

WAsafe Overview

How to make a Building Safety Assessment Resource Request

Communicating Resource Request with EOC Liaison

Practice Scenario

WASAFE

What are Building Safety Assessments?  

WASAFE

• ATC 20 & 45

• FEMA P-2055 Post-disaster Building Safety Evaluation 
Guidance

• Disaster Recovery Reform Act of 2018 (DRRA) Section 1241 

• CalOES Structural Assessment Program

• Resilient Washington State (November, 2012)
• Subcabinet Draft Recommendations (September, 2017) 

Guidance Documents

ATC-20-1 (2005): earthquake guidance  
ATC-45 (2004): flood and wind guidance

WASAFE

Who is WAsafe?
Coalition of four NGOs:

◦ Washington Association of Building Officials (WABO)
◦ Structural Engineers Association of Washington (SEAW)
◦ American Society of Civil Engineers, Seattle Section (ASCE Seattle)
◦ American Institute of Architects, Washington Council (AIA-WA)

WASAFE

WAsafe Objectives
Assist building officials with 
building safety assessments 
following a disaster 
(earthquake, flood, storm)
◦ Develop a group of qualified 

volunteers
◦ Provide WAsafe evaluator 

training
◦ Maintain roll of volunteers

Assist WA State EMD in 
calling up and dispatching 
volunteers to where they are 
needed in large events
◦ Share resources

WASAFE
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Program Focus

Allow people to reoccupy safe buildings

WASAFE 8

WAsafe

Assessor Type Responsibilities

TYPE 1
Civil or 

Structural 
Engineer  with 

structural 
specialty

Structural 
Evaluation

All Structures

TYPE 2
Architect, CBO, 

Building 
Inspector, Plans 

Examiner, 
Engineer

a. Non-
Structural 
Evaluation
b. Structural 
Eval. of non-
complex 
structures up 
to 5 stories

TYPE 3
Residential 

Plans 
Examiner, 

Residential 
Building 

Inspector

Wood-framed, 
multi-family & 

commercial 
structures up 
to 3 stories

TYPE 4
Any ICC 

Certification

Single family 
residences

TYPE 5
EIT's, 

Unregistered 
Architects, 

Permit 
technicians

As assigned by 
Incident 

Command
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How to Make a Building Safety 
Assessment Resource Request

Drop, Cover and Hold. What Next?
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WAsafe Process Flow
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Local EOC

County EOC

Mutual Aid?

Building Safety Assessment
Resource Requests

1. Event triggers local response

2. Local building official calculates needed 
number of building safety evaluators

3. Local building official sends building safety 
assessment resource request to local EOC

4. Local EOC finds resources thru Mutual Aid 
or Local EOC sends request to County EOC

5. County cannot fulfill request => forward 
request to State EOC

6. State initiates contact with WAsafe and 
WAsafe dispatches volunteers to 
requesting jurisdiction(s)
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Resource Request Process
Initially, resources are requested by the local Building Official to their EOC
◦ Local EOC requests BSE’s by capability through Operations Section

◦ Coordinating instructions are identified

◦ Number, Type, Location, Who to report to, duration

Priorities assigned by life, property, environment, and economy
Operations Section tasks Emergency Support Functions or assigns to Logistics
◦ Resource is tracked from start to completion

◦ Mutual Aid first 

◦ Elevate BSE Resource Request to County then State EOC

◦ State EOC Contacts WAsafe Coordinators

Resources not available at state level are requested from Regional Response 
Coordination Center (FEMA Region 10)
◦ FEMA uses a parallel federal ESF Mission Assignment process

WASAFE
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Local Government Role
https://wasafecoalition.org/

◦ Determine numbers of 
needed Building Safety 
Evaluators

◦ Request BSE’s thru local EOC
◦ Provide jurisdictional contact
◦ Provide orientation training 
◦ Issue local placards
◦ Other Field Supplies – tape
◦ Deputize Mutual Aid workers 

or WAsafe volunteers
◦ Coordinate Building Safety 

Evaluator activities

WASAFE

Building Safety 
Evaluator Resource 
Request Exercises

Workshop Scenarios for fulfi l l ing 

Building Safety Assessment Resource Requests
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Exercise 
Moderately Severe Earthquake
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Pre-Event Preparation 
AVAILABLE RESOURCES
 ■ www.wasafecoalition.org
•Tools and Resources
•Example Calculations (How Many Wasafe

BSE’s to Request)  (handout)
•Requesting WAsafe Building Safety 

Evaluators
•Evaluation Deployment Playbook 

(handout)
•Building Official/Emergency manager 

Checklist (handout)

WASAFE

www.wasafecoalition.org
OPEN WEB PAGES AND FIND CONTENT
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Scenario - Kirkland (population ~ 100,000)
Moderately Severe Earthquake 

EVENT
 ■ Shallow 6.8 – 6.9 Magnitude EQ on the S. Whidbey Fault.
 ■Surface Rupture – 10 miles from Kirkland.

◦ MMI Intensity VII to VIII in Kirkland (see next slide)
 ■ SENARIO TIMELINE
 ■ 4-5 Days after initial EQ event.
FIRST TASK

 ■ Calculate number of BSE’s required.
SECOND TASK

 ■ Communicate with EOC Liaison to Request Building Safety 
Assessment Resources

WASAFE
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WASAFE BSE MODULE 2

Task 1 – Kirkland (population ~ 100,000)
Calculate Number of BSE’s Required 

BUILDING ESTIMATES 
 ■Total Buildings - 5000.
 ■Single Family Residences - 4000.
 ■ High Occupancy/Places of Assembly  (shelters, schools) – 20.
 ■ Critical Facilities (hospitals, fire stations, police stations) – 15
 ■ Commercial Buildings (1 – 5 stories) - 965
AVAILABLE STAFF AND TIMELINE

 ■ Building and Planning Department PE’s and Inspectors – 19.
 ■ Other staff that can perform duties of Type 5 responders? 
 ■ Mayor wants all buildings evaluated in 3 weeks.
 FIRST TASK
 ■ Calculate number of BSE’s required.

WASAFE

Task 2 – BSE Resource Request 
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EOC RESOURCE REQUEST
FORM (ICS 213 RR)
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DISCUSS SCENARIO AND TTX
QUESTIONS?

WASAFE
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